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TREEmendous

Sister Cities Association invited our sister schools to celebrate the United Nations International Year of Forests in 2011 with a TREEmendous project to share.
Trees play a vital role by providing a variety of the resources we need in our everyday lives as well as maintaining the earth’s many ecosystems.  Many classrooms plan activities in conjunction with Arbor Day or Earth Day each year and we encouraged our sister schools to consider sharing their projects with another classroom in Wilmington, San Pedro, Doncaster or Gliwice.  The shared project would allow students to learn about trees and forests in other parts of the world and how human development is impacting our eco-systems.

When did trees become so important to us?  You may be surprised to learn that the value of trees originated in the United States in the 1800s.  The establishment of Arbor Day happened as a result of a journalist/editor, J. Sterling Morton, who moved to Nebraska in 1854 from Detroit and brought attention to the importance of nature and trees as the region attracted new settlements.  The governor of Nebraska honored the work of Morton in raising awareness of the importance of agriculture in society and planting trees by establishing Arbor Day in 1874.  The date of April 22 was chosen since it was Morton’s birthday.   “Each generation takes the earth as trustees” – J. Sterling Morton.  Arbor Day went national by 1882.  Arbor Day celebrations will vary to coincide with the best tree planting weather by region but for the vast majority of states/countries it is celebrated the last Friday of April.   
Many decades later Senator Gaylord Nelson of Wisconsin convinced President John F. Kennedy to put the environment into the political limelight. In September of 1963, JFK did a five-day eleven state conservation tour and while it did not succeed in becoming part of the national political agenda, it planted the seed.  At a Seattle conference in September 1969 Senator Nelson, who never gave up his quest to give the environment a place on the country’s political agenda, announced a nationwide grassroots demonstration on behalf of the environment would be planned for spring 1970.  A highly-respected prestigious news publication, the New York Times, referred to it as a nationwide environmental ‘teach in.’ A widespread publicity campaign was launched that ignited action in schools and communities across the nation.  More than 20 million Americans took part and ‘Earth Day’ was firmly established as well as the creation of the United States Environmental Protection Agency.
By 1990 Earth Day went global and paved the way for the 1992 United Nations Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro.  On the 40th anniversary of ‘Earth Day’ becoming part of the US national agenda over 200 thousand people gathered at the National Mall in Washington, DC.  That event led to the development of a specific set of goals for the new millennium and among them was an initiative led by ‘Avator’ director, James Cameron, to plant 1 million trees by 2012.  If you want to support the “A Billion Acts of Green” agenda, go to http://act.earthday.org.  You can upload events happening in your community and be part of the count on the One Billion Score Board. Teachers can click the link in the upper right of the screen and access a treasure chest of lesson plans and activities for all grade levels to encourage our young people to act! Click here for a sample activity sheet for lower grades. 
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Now let’s discover what Wilmington and our Sister Cities/Countries are doing to protect the planet.

BARBADOS – A local NGO, Future Centre Trust (FCT) was created in 2007 through funding from the Organization of American States to build capacity for youth in land management.  Its primary purpose is to stimulate awareness and encourage responsible management of the vital relationship between humans and nature.  This year the first in a series of children’s books on climate change, “Bri and Luk,” was distributed to class 3 students.  Barbados celebrates ‘Arbor Day’ in September; however, this year to coincide with ‘Earth Day’ there was a tree planting at St. Anne’s Garrison Savannah where 25 volunteers gathered to plant [image: image3.jpg]


Mahogany, Frangipani, Neem, Sandbox and Black Willow trees donated by the Ministry of Agriculture.  St. Anne’s Garrison is in the process of being designated as a UNESCO world heritage site. Their event was included in A Billion Acts of Green – way to go Barbados!  
BELIZE - The Belize Audubon Society (BAS) celebrated Earth Day this year by planting 40 trees on school grounds countrywide and included educational presentations on the importance of preserving and conserving the environment for students.  Atlantic Bank Limited, a Belizean owned business, partnered with BAS as part of the company’s 40th anniversary.  San Pedro Roman Catholic Primary School, one of Wilmington’s sister schools received a Ficus and a Mayflower tree as students learned how to be good environmentalists. 
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CHINA - China’s elementary schools participate in “World Earth Day” each year through various activities to promote a green world.  In the photo to the right children display reusable cloth bags they made at school in honor of Earth Day. This year Taiwan public offices and schools turned off their lights for one hour mid-day.  Conserving energy for one hour was said to have the same effect in controlling green house emissions as yielded by an effect of planting 170,000 trees.  Other activities included the university in Central China’s Henan Province organizing an exhibit on the history of the earth and a bicycle tour was held in Kunshan city in the eastern province of Jiangsu.
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ENGLAND - The United Kingdom’s royal family replaced “something blue” with “something green” at the recent marriage of Prince William to Kate Middleton.   Prince Charles has been known as an avid environmentalist for years and caring for the planet appears to be a passion of the newly weds as well.  There were numerous green concepts included in the wedding.  All the printed material used, from the invitation to the program book, was done on recycled paper.  The presentation of Princess Diana’s ring during the proposal in Africa signified something being reused.  The couple asked for donations to [image: image8.jpg]


charity in lieu of wedding gifts and created a web site of their favorite charities, four of which were dedicated to environmental causes.  The trees, plants and flowers used to adorn Westminster Abbey for the historic occasion were seasonal and included 6 English Field Maple trees, 2 Hornbeam trees, azaleas, rhododendron, wisteria and lilacs, many of which were to be replanted in Highgrove Garden.  The Garden is part of Prince Charles’ home and attracts more than 30,000 visitors every year with the proceeds donated to charity.  The wedding cakes and the canapés served at Buckingham Palace all used locally sourced ingredients.  And, of course the bride and groom left in a horse drawn carriage rather than a car. 

USA - Every year, Wilmington, North Carolina celebrates Earth Day at Hugh Mac Rae Park on a Saturday in late April. In 2011, the date was April 30.  Residents and visitors enjoy food, beverage, live entertainment, a learning center, children's zone, and even shopping — all to celebrate our planet.  The purpose of the Earth Day Celebration is to allow us all to discover what is available in our own back yard — in terms of environmental issues, actions being taken, and volunteer opportunities. Wilmington's Earth Day Celebration was created by the Wilmington Earth Day Alliance as part of their growing efforts to bring awareness to the Wilmington, NC community. 
Here is an example of what the second grade class at St. Mary’s Catholic School in Wilmington, NC {USA} sent to their partner school Edlington Victoria Primary School, Doncaster {UK}.  Click here to view one of Wilmington’s oldest living oak trees and discover where you can find it. Hint: it is along the new cross county bike path. 


While Earth Day or Arbor Day was started in the United States and is celebrated each year on April 22 or thereabouts, most countries around the globe do in fact participate in various ways to raise awareness about the importance of preservation and conservation efforts to the earth’s future – it is a responsibility we all share.

Click here to see if you can identify recycling bins from around the world 
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