SNAPSHOT OF 2022

HOSTED A RECEPTION for Fulbright Scholars in partnership
with UNCW and New Hanover County Schools. Scholars
represented countries in Southeast Asia, Africa, Central and
South America.

PRESENTATION OF CERTIFICATE OF RECOGNITION to students
from Strasbourg, France for financial aid to New Hanover County
families impacted by Hurricane Florence and celebrated
afterwards with a pizza party at Slice of Life.

HOSTED A VIRTUAL PRESENTATION OF WOMEN
ENTREPRENEURS from around the globe as part of International
Women’s Day (Doncaster, England; Glasgow, Scotland, Durham,
NC (USA), Bridgetown, Barbados, San Pedro, Belize; and Nairobi,
Kenya.

CELEBRATED 35th ANNIVERSARY OF WILMINGTON’S
PARTNERSHIP WITH DANDONG at Wilmington City Hall where
the public had its first opportunity to experience the recently
installed international art exhibit and view a short film, “Emerge”
A Musical Journey Without Borders produced by the NJ
Symphony, featuring Mozart Symphony 39 conducted by Xian
Zhang, a native of Dandong.

CELEBRATED MID-AUTUMN FESTIVAL at Szechuan 132 to
celebrate Chinese culture through food and fellowship with our
community members.

HOSTED INTERNATIONAL FILMMAKERS attending Cucalorus on
arrival in Wilmington for the festival. Provided financial support
to the Global Perspectives Program to provide access to
international films to area high school students.

ENGAGED DONCASTER ARTS COUNCIL in a photography
project with Wilmington based program Through Children’s Eyes.

The mission of SCl is to promote peace through mutual respect,
understanding, and cooperation — one individual, one community
at a time.”
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Entrepreneurs Panel
International Women’s Day

Dandong 35th Anniversary &
Art Exhibition Opening

Mid-Autumn Festival Szechuan
132 Celebrating Together

Sister Cities Association of Wilmington
North Carolina
www.scawilmington.org
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January 2023
Dear Members and Friends,

We continue to create and strengthen Sister City partnerships in an
effort to increase global cooperation and promote opportunities for
international partnerships for citizens, businesses, schools, and
organizations.

During 2022 we began to transition back to in-person programming.
In February we had a welcome reception for a group of Fulbright
scholars representing countries from Africa, Southeast Asia, South
and Central America. In early spring the City of Wilmington
presented high school students from Strasbourg, France with a
Certificate of Recognition for their contributions to assist families
in need during the aftermath of Hurricane Florence. The
Association treated them to a pizza party after the formal
presentation and a great time was had by all. We celebrated
International Women’s Day with a panel of entrepreneurs who had
an impact in their communities around the globe. In June we
celebrated the 35th anniversary of our partnership with Dandong at
City Hall where the public was able to see the recently installed art
exhibit representing Sister City artists for the first time. By fall we
were ready to gather together for Mid-Autumn Festival enjoying a
traditional Chinese feast at Szechuan 132. The international
filmmakers returned for Cucalorus in 2022 and we were pleased to
welcome them to our city with a special luncheon at Pilot House.

While the global public health crisis changed the way we operated
the last few years it has taught us to be more creative and in some
cases brought us closer to each other as we weathered the
challenges brought on by the forced isolation, a conflict in Europe,
and fractured economies. We are pleased to announce an
international panel will convene both in person and virtually in April
to look at green energy solutions to help us reduce our carbon
footprint by 2030.

If you believe in our mission, created from the vision of President
Eisenhower, we need your help. First, by being a dues paying
member; second, by attending events; third, by volunteering to
work on projects, and finally and most importantly, by advancing
citizen diplomacy by engaging with others at home and abroad.

Finally, I wish to thank my fellow board members for their time,
efforts, and support during another challenging year. Collectively
they gave meaning to the expression “we are in this together.”

Marilyn Cantarella, President



